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e
HORSE PROJECT GENERAL & SHOW RULES

ROSS COUNTY 4-H & JUNIOR FAIR

Members, parents, and advisors are urged to familiarize themselves with the rules and policies governing the 4-H Horse Projects.

NOTICE:
All exchibitors taking live horse projects must comply with the following meeting requirements:
e Ifina*Horse 4-H Club - a representative from that club must attend at least 6 Horse Committee Business Meetings per
year (September - July) *a Horse Club is defined as having at least 5 youth taking live horse projects
e Ifina Non-Horse 4-H Club or an FFA Chapter - a club/chapter representative must attend at least 6 Horse Committee
meetings/activities per year

Note:
»  Horse Committee Business Meetings (9 held from September - July)
»  Horse Committee Activities (include the club/chapter work shifts at the Pre-Fair Show, PAS Show, etc.)

If one of these two requirements is not met:
e  4-H: youth will not be eligible to exhibit a live horse project at the Ross County Jr. Fair since they will not
be a 4-H member in good standing for their horse project(s).
e  FFA: youth will not be eligible to exhibit a live horse project at the Ross County Jr. Fair

GENERAL RULES:

1. Complete “Permission to Participate in 4-H Horse Activities Disclosure and Release of Claims form.
4-H: As members enroll in 4Honline, youth will complete their Permission to Participate form.
FFA: Members must submit a paper copy of Permission to Participate form to the Extension office.

2. Complete “EquiSTEP: Equine Safety, Training and Education Program”
Due June 1: Every 4-H/FFA Jr. Fair Horse Exhibitor must complete mandatory online EquiSTEP program
Link go.osu.edu/rcequistep

3. All Horse Project ID/Registration forms, Lease Agreements, and Production Contracts are due June 1 to be eligible to show at
the Ross County Jr. Fair and receive project completion. (no exceptions)

4. Jr.Fair Horse Entry Info
A. DUE: JUNE 1 - HORSE PROJECT ID/REGISTRATION FORM (online)
a. Link go.osu.edu/rchorseid
b. Exhibitors may register up to three project animals, but you may only show one horse per class.
c. All three horses may be stalled at the fair so long as the committee determines there are enough stalls available.
B. DUE: JUNE 1 - HORSE LEASE AGREEMENT FORM (paper form)
a. Horse Lease Agreement Forms must be completed, signed, and submitted to the Extension Office by the
exhibitor.
b. All Horse Exhibitors must use the official “ROSS COUNTY 4-H HORSE LEASE AGREEMENT” form to be eligible
to show at the Ross County Jr. Fair. Other forms will not be accepted.
C. DUE: THURSDAY BEFORE FAIR - JR. FAIR HORSE SHOW CLASS ENTRY FORM (paper form)
a. Members must turn entry forms into their advisor prior to the Skillathon to be checked and initialed by
advisor.
b. Advisors will turn in all Horse Class Entry Forms at Skillathon.
c. All entries are final at 10:00 p.m. that evening and scratches can only be made by the member’s advisor.
D. DUE: THURSDAY BEFORE FAIR - DRUG USE FORM
To comply with Jr Fair Livestock Rules concerning prescription medication/treatment (see Ross County Fair Book), every
exhibitor must complete a Drug Use Form for each horse entered in the Ross Co. Jr. Fair. Forms must be turned in when
Horse Show Class entries are submitted on Skillathon evening.
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5.

9.

Skillathon / Project Book / Record Book
A. THURSDAY BEFORE FAIR 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.: Horse Skillathon each club will have a scheduled time
a. Horse project exhibitors must participate in the Horse Skillathon / Interview Judging.
b. Junior Fair Horse Project Members MUST bring a completed Project Book/Record Book to Skillathon. There will
be a station at Skillathon to check books.
c. Any Junior Fair Horse Project Member (4-H/FFA) who does not attend Skillathon and/or turn in a completed
Record Book will not be allowed to exhibit and show the animal at the fair.
d. All Project Books/Record Books must be completed according to the Project Requirement sheet (inserted in
project book each year).
Project animals may only be shown by one 4-H/FFA member in any one year. When an animal is traded or sold during the
project year, the project will be counted as incomplete. Traded or sold equines are not eligible for hardship cases.

Own and/or Lease Animals.

A. All horses and ponies carried as 4-H/FFA project animals must be either owned by the member, member’s immediate
family, or leased and in the possession and continual care of the 4-H/FFA member by JUNE 1 THROUGH ROSS COUNTY
FAIR, of current year.

B. Continual care does permit boarding an animal, provided the member is involved in feeding, cleaning, and caring for the

horse.

Leased animals may NOT be changed, switched, or trained by professionals during the project year (June 1 through fair).

Leasing is not allowed for 4-H production projects.

Lease Form. Exhibitors must only use the official Ross County Horse Lease Form to be eligible to show at the Ross County

Jr. Fair. The Lease Form will be due by June 1.

a. 4-H members must turn in forms to their 4-H Advisor which must be turned into the Extension office. Forms
will then be uploaded to member’s 4Honline account.
b. FFA members must turn in forms to their FFA Advisor which must be turned into the Extension office.

moo

Hardship Case Requests. Must be submitted to the Extension Office in writing. If a veterinarian statement accompanies the
hardship request and the veterinarian deems the horse is unsuitable to show in showmanship at the fair, a replacement animal
will be approved. If no veterinarian statement accompanies the hardship request, a hardship committee comprised of three
horse advisors (each from different clubs and excluding the hardship club) will review the hardship case, observe the horse project
animal and make a determination of soundness. The contacting of and any fees of the veterinarian will be the responsibility of
the 4-H/FFA member/owner. The horse must be deemed unsuitable to show in showmanship at the fair for a replacement
animal to be approved. All hardship committee decisions are final. No hardship cases may show at the State Fair (to comply with
the Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows 4-H 179, page 5). Further, hardship case replacement horses are not eligible for
championship awards.

Horse Committee Activity Requirements. Members, parents/guardians, and advisors are expected to participate in 4-H Horse
Committee fundraisers. (Examples: Pre-Fair Show, PAS Show, Clinics, etc.)

LESSONS AND TRAINING

Lessons, instruction, and advice for members are encouraged. If the member is present in a learning situation, such assistance can

include OCCASIONAL riding or handling of the horse by another person. It cannot include regular training and care of the horse
within 30 days of competition in any county, state fair qualifying, or state junior fair 4-H Horse Show. Showing a 4-H member’s project

animal in a class at a show is not considered training. If a project horse is shown by someone other than the 4-H member in an open
or breed show within 30 days prior to the 4-H competition, the 4-Her must be present and have shown the project horse in that show.

A. 4-H horses are not permitted to be under regular training and care of a professional trainer or any other person after JUNE 1
of the current year. 4-H members may receive instruction provided they are present and involved in the instruction.

B. 4-H horses are not permitted to be boarded for the purpose of training after JUNE 1 of the current year. Failure to comply
with this rule will result in disqualification of 4-H members from showing at the current year state fair qualifying show and
county fair show.

C. The 4-H Horse Committee and County 4-H Extension Educator shall have the authority to interpret and enforce all rules
according to the best interest of 4-H/FFA members and those concerned. These governing bodies will determine the
eligibility of any youth in question. Ross County Rules and Uniform Rules for 4-H Horse Shows, current issue, will be followed.
All decisions will be final.
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JR FAIR SHOW RULES AND REGULATIONS

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Wear Properly Fitted Headgear. All youth aged 19 and under, participating in any 4-H equestrian activity (includes FFA
exhibitors), are required to wear properly fitted protective headgear which meets or exceed current ASTM (American Society for
Testing and Materials)/SEI (safety Equipment Institute) standards with the chin harness securely fastened at all times while riding
or driving an equine. It is the responsibility of the rider, or the parent or guardian of the youth participant, to make sure the
headgear worn complies with appropriate safety standards for protective headgear intended for equestrian use and is properly
fitted and in good condition. The Ohio 4-H Horse Program, show committees, officials, Extension personnel, and volunteer
leaders are not responsible for checking headgear worn for such compliance. Please see page 6 of Circular 4-H 179- Uniform Rules
for 4-H Horse Shows for the complete rule.

Fair Move-in/Move-out:

A. Move-in: first Saturday of fair from 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

B. Move-out: Last Saturday of fair. Early move-out from 5:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. OR Regular move-out at 12:00 noon

C. Notes: No horses are allowed on the grounds before or after those hours to be eligible to participate in the fair. Horses
must remain on the fairgrounds (stalled) until the release time; otherwise, member forfeits stall privileges for the
following year.
The only exception to this rule is for horses being trailered in for the show days (Sunday-Tuesday). Trailered horses must
be checked by the Fair Veterinarian from 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. each day. Trailered horses may be stalled for that day,
only if a stall is available. The stall must be cleaned out to the dirt floor.

Stall locations will be determined at the June Horse Committee meeting.

Note: Any Horse 4-H Clubs/Non-Horse 4-H Clubs/FFA Chapters who do not complete their Activity Requirements can lose their
right to stall on the fairgrounds until the start of the fair. If not, the group’s exhibitors will have to trailer in their horses to
participate in the Jr. Fair show. (see General Rule #9)

Bed stalls with shavings or sawdust only. No straw.

All Exhibitors are required to clean their stall down to the dirt floor by 12:00 noon on the Sunday after the fair. The
4-H/FFA advisor(s) are responsible for inspection of members’ stalls at the end of the fair. If stalls are not cleaned, exhibitors will
be ineligible to receive a stall the following year.

Each Exhibitor is required to show in showmanship to receive a project grade and premium. Exhibitors who do not participate
in showmanship are not eligible to participate in any championship class.
A. Exhibitors may participate in more than one showmanship class with the same horse if state rules and guidelines are
followed. Refer to Uniform Rules for Horse Shows Book, Showmanship Section Rule #6.
B. Further, if the exhibitor places in the top two of their class with each horse, they must choose one (1) of those horses to
use in the championship class.
C. For showmanship, the exhibitor will have to declare either the Western or Ranch track. The horse may cross over from
either of these tracks to English and/or Contesting. The same horse may NOT be in both Western and Ranch
Showmanship.

Riding is only permitted in the enclosed arenas. Penalty for violation will be expulsion from the fairgrounds. No riding in the
barn area or camping area. Horses are not permitted out of the horse complex (on the midway) during the fair. Horses shall

only be in designated areas.

No riding is permitted after 12:00 midnight or before 5:00 a.m. in the Horse Arenas or area. Times for using the arena will be
posted at the fair. Times will be designated for different types of use (example. driving, pleasure, contesting, etc.)

Turning horses loose in the Horse Arenas unattended or without a lead rope or lunge line attached is not permitted.
No canopies are allowed around the arena perimeter during the fair.

No sitting or standing on fences or gates in the horse complex is allowed.

If an exhibitor shows in their age group, they must remain in age group classes for the remainder of the show.

In the show arena, members must show their own project without assistance per guidelines in Uniform Rules for

4-H Horse Rules, exceptions may be made for individuals with disabilities and/or special accommodations. All requests for
accommodations or modifications must be made to the Horse Committee no later than the Thursday before fair.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

There will be a two-minute time limit for all exhibitors to enter a class they are showing in once the announcer first calls for the
class to begin entering the arena. After two minutes or when all exhibitors are in the arena, whichever comes first, the gate will
be closed, and the class begins.

Trail classes have a time limit of four minutes.

Western & Ranch Tracks - Exhibitors may only show one horse per track. The same horse may not show in Ranch classes and
Western Classes. (example horse “Snowball” may not show in Ranch Horsemanship and Western Horsemanship)

Walk/Trot horses are not allowed to show in any three (3) gaited classes, including contesting.

Main Arena/Second Make-up Pen - Only show staff and exhibitors are permitted in the main arena and second make-up pen.
Show staff may not assist exhibitors except in the event of a safety concern or at the direction of the show judge.

Only people showing an animal in a class at a show can ride that animal at the show. The violator and the horse will be
disqualified from further participation at that show. (An exception can be made for children simply wanting to sit on or ride a horse in
a non-schooling manner.)

A.  Anyone found handling a horse in a training manner from the ground (other than the 4-H/FFA member, parents, legal
guardian, **other designated family members, Ross County 4-H/FFA members, Ross County 4-H Advisors, or Ross County FFA
Instructors) will cause the 4-H/FFA exhibitor and horse to be disqualified from further participation at that show.
Training is not to be confused with helping a 4-H/FFA member if a horse poses a safety threat, or a family member or
advisor is helping a 4-H member get ready to show. (For example, lunging a horse_in a non-training manner.)

B.  These rules apply to Jr. Fair Horse shows only

The only substitution of horses that can be made for the Jr. Fair Horse Show would be for the designated showmanship horse, in
the context of a hardship situation. The substituted horse would not be eligible for championship awards, but the exhibitor would
get credit for their horse project by showing this substituted horse. Horses cannot be substituted in any other classes. Any
scratched must be done by the advisor(s).

Championships
A. All Champion and Reserve Championships classes are based on the same one (1) horse one (1) rider combination.
B. Championships are divided into ages 14 & Over and 13 & Under, except for English which is All Ages. Championship
classes are:
e  Western Championship is comprised of Western Trail, Western Pleasure and Western Horsemanship.
e Ranch Championship is comprised of Ranch Trail, Ranch Pleasure, Ranch Riding, and Ranch Horsemanship.
e  English All Ages Championship is comprised of Hunt Seat Equitation, Hunter Under Saddle, and Cross Rails or
Equitation over Fences.
Contesting Championship is determined by the combined times received in Barrels and Poles.
Gymkhana Championship is determined by the combined times of Stakes Race, Keyhole Race and Cones & Barrels.
» In Contesting and Gymkhana, the exhibitor who receives the lowest combined times (including penalties) will
be the Champion. The second lowest combined times (including penalties) will be the Reserve Champion

C. Points for Western, Ranch and English from their comprised classes are assigned as follows:
1%t place = 5 points
27 place = 4 points
3 place =3 points
4 place = 2 points
5% place = 1 point

D. Alltie breakers will be based on the showmanship score for that horse and track.
(example: if a tie for Ranch Championship the showmanship score that will be used will be Ranch Showmanship. If a tie for
Western Championship the showmanship score that will be used is Western Showmanship, etc)
If the horse involved in the tie did not show in their track’s showmanship class, no points will be added (example: horse
“Snowball” is tied for Ranch Champion with horse “Flash”, horse “Snowball” was shown in Contest Showmanship and not
shown in Ranch Showmanship “Snowball” receives 0 points. Horse “Flash” was shown in Ranch Showmanship and placed 2™
Horse “Flash” would receive 4 points which breaks the tie and is awarded Champion)
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22. Versatility Class
Below is a summary of the Versatility Class. Complete rules are currently available in the Extension office or in the Ross County
Fair Book (available in June).

O W

The Versatility class is open to members who are in their third year and beyond with a horse-riding project.
The Versatility class will be limited to 10 exhibitors.
Each exhibitor must be in good standing with their 4-H club/FFA chapter and have their advisor’s permission to
participate.
Versatility is one show on Tuesday of the Fair comprising of four (4) classes:

a. Hunter Under Saddle

b. Western Horsemanship

c. Reining

d. Barrels
A weighted high point system will be used to select the 10 exhibitors.
Each exhibitor who participates in Versatility must have placed 1° - 5 in Western Horsemanship/Ranch
Horsemanship/Hunt Seat Equitation, Western Pleasure/Hunter Under Saddle/Ranch Pleasure, and reining or
gymkhana class (if participated in both, the higher score will be selected).

23. All premium monies will be paid based on participation in Showmanship. If showing multiple horses only one premium is issued.

LIGHT HORSE SELECTION as a JR. FAIR ACTIVITY

1. Members not enrolled in Light Horse Selection and are enrolled in other horse projects or veterinary science with a horse
emphasis may enter Light Horse Selection as an activity.

2. Minimum classes to be conducted: place one class and give oral reasons on that class. The same class will be used for
project judging, and as an activity for those not taking light horse selection as a project.
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