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4-H DOG PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 
To complete a project in 4-H, member must annually:  

 Enroll in 4H Club by March 1 
 Sign up for the project in 4Honline by April 1 
 Be 4-H member in “Good Standing” by completing county and club requirements 
 Complete Project Book and Livestock Record Book 
 Complete Livestock Skillathon 

 
 IMPORTANT: This project (201D) is evaluated on 4-H Project Judging Day. Read page 2 for details. It 

does NOT get judged at the Ross Co. Jr Fair 4-H Dog Show!   
 

 Ohio 4-H Dog Program info: https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/dog 
 
1. PROJECT BOOKS 

• #201 Dog Project & Record Book (includes 201D; 201O; 201S 201P; 201W).  Member will receive a Dog Project & 
Record Book each year. Member must complete this book each year and use it to keep records for all their dog projects, 
regardless of number of projects or number of dogs.   

 Members are required to bring their completed Record Book to the Animal Project Skillathon with all 
information completed up to the date of the Skillathon 

 On the front cover of the Dog Project and Record Book  check all the dog projects you are taking this year. 
 The project numbers {201D, 201O, 201S, 201P, and 201W} are enrollment codes so we all know which dog 

projects youth are taking.  
• #201R Dog Resource Handbook.  The Resource Handbook is given one per family and must be retained for future 

family members.  
 

2. QUALITY ASSURANCE: QA is NOT required for Dog Projects 
 

3. ROSS COUNTY ANIMAL PROJECT SKILLATHON:   
• All Ross County Jr. Fair Animal Project Exhibitors must complete an Animal Project Skillathon to exhibit their animal(s) 

at the fair. Exhibitors may complete either the Ross County Skillathon OR the Ohio State Fair Skillathon for their species 
(if offered before the deadline). It is the exhibitor’s responsibility to submit proof of completion, if attending the OSF 
Skillathon. 

 *Skillathon MANDATORY: these projects require completion of Dog Skillathon 
                         201O-Obedience       201S-Showmanship        201P-Performance       201W-Working Dog 

 Skillathon NOT REQUIRED: these projects do not require Dog Skillathon 
                      200-All About Dogs     201D-You & Your Dog    202-Dog Achievement Program  

• Skillathon Dates: 
o Location: Fairgrounds 
o July 7,  5pm-7pm     
o July 18,  9am-11am  

• Age Categories: Exhibitors complete Skillathon according to their age (as of January 1). 
o Junior (8-11 years) 
o Intermediate (12 – 14 years) 

Senior (15 – 18 years) 
• PREMIER SKILLATHON (all ages):  An optional contest held during the Animal Project Skillathon. Participants will 

compete in a Premier Skillathon station in each specie area. Details will be in the May Family Hotline and Ross County 
Fair Book. 

 
 
 
 
 201D Dogs: page 1 of 5 

https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/dog


OHIO 4-H | ROSS COUNTY 
 
 

2026 

#201D – YOU AND YOUR DOG 
.  

 IMPORTANT – EACH year and BEFORE youth participates in Ohio 4-H Dog Program activities, every participant in any  
4-H Dog program activity must have read and signed: 

1. “Permission to Participate in Ohio 4-H Dog Activities Disclosure and Release of Claims” form (this form is part 
of your 4honline enrollment)  

2. “Ross County ID Form/Vaccination Certificate” 
 

 Dog must be a family pet (owned by family). 
 

 THIS PROJECT (201D) DOES NOT GET JUDGED AT THE ROSS COUNTY FAIR 4-H DOG SHOW!   
 

 For project completion and grade, member must participate in either:  
1. County 4-H Project Judging Day – Ross County Fairgrounds  

Member is eligible for County Awards (Judges’ Choice, Outstanding, Honorable Mention) and State Fair 
Selection (if applicable) 

2. Early 4-H Project Judging – Ross County Service Center 
Members unable to attend County Project Judging Day should plan to attend Early Judging. Member is eligible 
for County Rosettes (Outstanding, Honorable Mention).  
* Exception for State Fair selection at Early Judging - If there is only one member judged in a project, then the judge has 
the option to select a state fair representative.  

 Complete “Thank You” note activity (see copy of instruction sheet included in your project book) 

 Fair Exhibition Premiums – To receive premium project must be completed & judged and on display in the Jr. Fair 
Building from 8:00 p.m. on the first Saturday of the fair until 3:30 p.m. on the last Saturday of the fair. 

 For Project Judging Dates & Times & Details: 
ASK your Club Advisor 
READ the May Family HOTLINE sent to every 4-H family 
LOOK on the 4-H App or website http://ross.osu.edu  
 

 
REQUIREMENTS:  
1. For youth who prefer to enjoy the companionship of their dogs without involvement of competitive events such as obedience,  

showmanship and performance. 
 

2. Recommended for first-year youth just learning about dogs 
 
3. Questions for ‘You and Your Dog’ judging will come from information in the Dog Resource Handbook.  
 
4. Youth must be enrolled in this project to show in the You and Your Dog classes at the Ohio State Fair, held during Companion 

Animal Day Judging. 
 

COMPLETION:  

1. Complete Member Project Guide, Dog Care and Welfare, and Animal Records sections for your project and level.  

2. Prepare an educational exhibit (item made from project book, photo exhibit, notebook, scrapbook or poster; poster size 
minimum 14" x 22" and maximum 22" x 28") based on this project.  This exhibit should expand your knowledge of dog care beyond 
the information presented in the book. Use additional resources when preparing your exhibit. Some suggestions: 

• Visit an animal shelter or veterinarian.  Make a poster or scrapbook of pamphlets, photos, etc. to describe your visit 
• Design a poster on the growth, development and proper care of a puppy 
• Prepare a poster on the life cycle of a parasite 
• Build a model doghouse 
• Prepare an exhibit of grooming tools 
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EVALUATION: 
1. The You and Your Dog Score Sheet, found: http://www.ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/dog/dog-resources 
       will be the form used to evaluate youth and their dogs.  This score sheet is also included in the Dog Project and Record Book. 
 
2. Refer to the You and Your Dog Score Sheet and Explanation for complete evaluation criteria. 
 
3. Criteria to be evaluated in all You and Your Dog classes include:   

a. Member’s Interview (60 pts.):  Age-appropriate questions will come from specific chapters and/or sections of the Ohio 4-H Dog 
Resource Handbook. The Chapters/sections from where questions will be asked, along with sample questions, will be posted 
on the website by June 1. 

b. 4-H Dog Project & Record Book (40 pts.):  All sections in the 4-H Dog Project & Record Book that apply to the You and Your Dog 
project must be filled out completely including photographs. The animal records section may NOT be photocopied for the 
You and Your Dog project dog. 

c. Member’s Appearance and Attitude (50 pts.):  Exhibitors should be neat and clean in appearance.  Appropriate clothing must be 
worn. 

d. Dog’s Appearance and Manners (40 pts.):  Dogs should be clean and well-groomed.  They should show good manners and be 
able to be controlled by the handlers.  Dogs should allow examination without resistance or aggression. 

e. Creative Achievement of Member and Dog (40 pts.): The youth and dog must demonstrate some level of achievement gained as a 
team this project year.  Examples are included in the score sheet explanation. 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS TO BRING TO EVALUATION: 
 
1. BRING YOUR DOG.  Interview with judge on knowledge gained through the project. The judge will evaluate the general health, 

grooming, and good manners of your dog.   

2. PROJECT & RECORD BOOK. Bring completed ‘4-H Dog Project & Record Book’ to interview on 4-H Project Judging Day. 

3. FORMS. Bring completed 2026 ROSS County Dog Project Identification Form and Vaccination Certificate.  
Junior Fair exhibitors must list their dogs’ license tag numbers on the 2026 ROSS County Dog Project Identification Form and 
Vaccination Certificate. All dogs participating in judging and evaluation must be immunized against distemper, adenovirus 
(hepatitis), leptospirosis, parvovirus, parainfluenza, coronavirus, and rabies by a licensed accredited veterinarian unless the 
reason is noted on the ODA Health Certificate.  The administering veterinarian must complete the information requested in the 
Vaccination Certificate Section.   

a. Dogs must have a current county dog license.   
b. 4-H'ers must have a Certificate of Vaccination signed by a veterinarian and county dog license paperwork available 

for examination at judging. 
c. All required vaccinations must be current through August 15, 2026.   

NOTE:  When getting a Certification of Vaccination for Ohio 4-H Dog projects, be certain that dates of required 
vaccinations are listed.  Rabies vaccinations must document on the Vaccination certificate whether the exhibitor’s 
dog’s rabies vaccination is current for 1 year or 3 years by filling in the “date expires” blank. 

4. EXHIBIT. Bring your educational exhibit to interview on Project Judging Day. Youth may bring pictures, poster, scrapbook, toys, 
etc. used to demonstrate Creative Achievement of Member and Dog. 

5. Dogs may be exhibited in well-fitting plain buckle or quick release collars, slip collars of an appropriate single length of leather, 
fabric or chain with two rings, one on each end, head halters or harnesses.  Fancy collars, pinch collars, studded collars, collars 
with prongs or spikes on inside or outside, electronic collars, or any other special training collars, or muzzles are not permitted 
on dogs anytime while on the Fairgrounds. Chain leashes are not acceptable.  

 
 

ROSS COUNTY JUNIOR FAIR EXHIBIT:  

An educational display relating to project work in a fair booth. 
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