
 

 

Dog Skillathon 2021 Study Guide 

Age Divisions:  Junior (8-11) Intermediate (12-14) Senior (15-18) 

Exhibitors will participate in age-based Skillathons. This study guide includes all topics 

an exhibitor might be tested on. Youth will only be tested on a portion of these items at 

Skillathon. 

STATION 1 – Record Book  

STATION 2 – Skillathon Kit Knowledge  

Junior- Be able to identify the following breed pictures with the proper identification of the dog’s 

breed:: Golden Retriever, Labrador Retriever, Cocker Spaniel, Springer Spaniel, Weimaraner, 

Afghan Hound, Basset Hound, Beagles, Bloodhounds, Dachshund, Norwegian Elkhound, 

Rhodesian Ridgeback, Akita, Alaskan Malamute, Boxer, Doberman Pinscher, Great Dane, 

Rottweiler, Siberian Husky, St. Bernard, Airedale Terrier, Manchester Terrier, Miniature 

Schnauzer, Scottish Terrier, Chihuahua, Maltese, Pomeranian, Shih Tzu, Yorkshire Terrier, 

Bichon Frise, Chow Chow, Dalmatian, Lhasa Apso, Poodle, Collie, German Shepherd, Old 

English Sheepdog, Shetland Sheepdog 

Intermediate- Be able to identify the following parts of a dog’s anatomy by placing the name 

next to the appropriate part in the diagram: stop, foreface, nose, muzzle, lip, flew, cheek, ear, 

throat, shoulder, point of shoulder, forechest, upper arm, brisket, wrist, forefoot, rib cage, elbow, 

forearm, stopper pad, pastern, dewclaw, flank, feathering, pad, toes, point of rump, upper thigh, 

stifle joint, lower thigh, hock joint, rear pastern, hindfoot, skull, occiput, nape, crest, neck, 

withers, back, loin, croup, hip, tail, topline, backline. (pg. 130) 

Senior- Be able to match the correct dog behavioral posture name to the correct diagram.  

Then, they will randomly select one of the postures and explain it. The following postures will be 

among those that members may need to identify:  Baseline Posture, Alert Posture, Offensive 

Threat, Defensive Threat, Active Submission, Passive Submission, Play Bow, Stressed. (pg. 44-

47) 

STATION 3 – Quality Assurance  

All ages: Answer questions regarding the Dog Food Label A: Project Book Pg. 19 and 

Resource Book Pg. 161 

STATION 4 – Interview about Project  

Junior-  

How old is your dog?  

How long have your been training your dog? 



 

 

What is the name of the largest dog recording organization in the United States? Pg. 16 

What AKC Group would your dog be a member? (If mixed breed, select an appropriate group 

based on the mix) (chapter 2) 

What dog projects are you enrolled in 4H?  

Who grooms your dog? 

Do you trim your dog’s nails? 

Where does your dog sleep? 

Does your dog bark a lot? Why do dogs bark? A: Pg. 43  

Do you exercise your dog? Name 3 things to consider when deciding how much planned 

exercise your dog should get A: Pg.  165-6  

What type of coat does your dog have? A: Pg. 29-30  

Intermediate-  

How long have your been training your dog? 

What dog projects are you enrolled in 4H? 

What is the name of the largest dog recording organization in the United States? A: Pg.  16 

What AKC Group would your dog be a member? (If mixed breed, select an appropriate group 

based on the mix) (Chapter 2) 

American Kennel Club placing breeds of dogs into groups A: Pg.  17  

Grooming tools you should use to remove dead hair on a smooth-coated dog A: Pg.  29 - 31  

Toenail quick A: Pg.  34  

How you are responsible for managing your dog’s environment A: Pg.  58 

Canine Good Citizen items A: Pg.  52  

Is your dog vaccinated? What disease must dogs be vaccinated for in accordance with local and 

state ordinances or regulations? A: Pg. 139 

Purpose of a vaccine? A: Pg.  141 

Type of bite your dog has? A: Pg. 23  

Senior- 

Largest dog recording organization in the United States? A: Pg. 16 

Mission of the American Kennel Club? A: Pg. 16 

What type of dog food do you give your dog and why do you use that type? 

When you train your dog, how do you let the dog know it is doing something right? 

Positive reinforcement? A: Pg. 61-62  

Types of collars 

Training commands 

Proper heel position A: Pg. 75  

How is the rabies virus transmitted from a dog to a human A: Pg. 142 

 

STATION 5 – Skills Knowledge 

Junior- Basic Animal Care 

Name and describe one disease. (142-147) 

Explain the importance of vaccinating dogs. (141) 



 

 

How would you check your dog for fleas? (pg. 148) 

Explain why it is important to brush your dog’s teeth. (pg. 153) 

Describe how, how much, and how often you feed your dog. (pg. 58) 

Intermediate-Showmanship Best Practices 

Describe in detail how you have worked with your dog to perform at least one of the 

showmanship exercises described in the Dog Resource Handbook.  (Chapter 11) 

Explain how you would show a dog’s bite. (pg. 107) 

Explain how to show a dog that is normally tabled. (pg. 105) 

Describe five kinds of appropriate and five kinds of inappropriate clothing for a showmanship 

class.  

Explain the categories of a showmanship score sheet. 

Senior- Situational Word Problem 

Compare the factors you should consider when first owning a puppy versus owning an adult 

dog. (pg. 37) 

Explain the purpose of the AKC Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Program® and describe the ten 

test items. (pg. 51) 

Describe the six steps of how to start grooming as outlined in the Dog Resource Handbook. 

(Chapter 4) 

Compare the similarities and differences of assistance dogs and therapy dogs. (Chapter 13) 


